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WSP Covid-19 Handbook for 2022-23
Published, August 8 2022

Our policy in the plainest terms
● If your child has symptoms they should stay home and get a PCR test for Covid-19.
● If your child does not have symptoms, they should come to school.
● Anyone exposed to Covid-19 is requested to test, and to wear a mask for 10 days.

Our policy in detail

Principles
The Waldorf School of Princeton’s COVID-19 policy has been developed with the health of the
entire school community in mind. This policy may be modified based on recommendations from
advisory sources or new mandates. In revising this policy for 2022/23, the School has
considered the experience of children, faculty, parents, and caregivers during the 2021/22
school year, as well as the sources listed below.

WSP follows NJDOH guidelines for preventing the spread of COVID-19. Within those
guidelines, we balance reducing the spread of infectious disease with the pedagogical needs of
the children. We have chosen an approach that allows students to remain in school as much as
possible and provides families with the information they need to take protective actions for their
family and community.

Now that everyone on campus has the opportunity to access vaccinations against Covid-19, we
are shifting our protocols away from blanket requirements and toward family preferences.
We trust that all families in our community will make responsible choices, and ask that each
person respect others’ personal decisions within this policy.

School Procedures:

Informing Families About Risk
The school will provide regular information to families regarding the level of risk of Covid-19
contagion, and recommended masking practices.  Specifically:

● We will advise families if there has been an on-site case in their child’s class.
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● We will notify the whole community of any clusters of cases where there appears to be
any in-school transmission.

● We will advise when our region moves from low/medium to high transmission or vice
versa.

Class Closures
● We will avoid closing classes as far as possible and only do so as a last resort.
● We will alert families to stand by as soon as a class closure is under consideration.This

will give time for families to make necessary arrangements if a closure becomes
necessary.

● If it becomes necessary to temporarily close a classroom, families will be notified before
6am on the first day of closure. Classes will not close in the middle of the school day
owing to Covid exposure.

● If we close a whole classroom for more than one day, developmentally appropriate home
instruction will be provided.

Masking
Families will make a choice regarding whether or not their children will wear masks to school on
a daily basis. Should Government mandates arise or guidance change significantly, the School
may require students to wear masks.

● We do request that students wear a mask following exposure, and after a cluster of
cases at the school.

● We request the use of KN94 or KN95 masks for students who are masking following
exposure.  Students should arrive at school wearing their masks, and carrying spares.

● Families with students unable or unwilling to wear a mask following exposure are
requested to quarantine instead.

● Class teachers, with the nurse’s approval, may ask children to remove their masks, at
any time when the risk to their health and well-being from wearing them is greater than
that posed to them by removing them.

● In a very small number of cases, the school needs to offer additional protection to
vulnerable employees, and we may make a direct request for students to mask for
specific classes. Families will receive a notification if this applies to their child. Teachers
with an accommodation will have the right to ask a child to leave the class if not masked.

Students With Symptoms
Students with any symptoms of Covid-19 should stay home and take a PCR test. Teachers
and/or the Health Director will ask families to pick up students who exhibit symptoms and have
not shared a recent negative PCR test result with the Health Director.

Support for home study for individuals recovering or quarantined is not guaranteed as this is
counted as a normal sick absence.
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Students With A Covid Case In Their Household
All asymptomatic students and staff with a Covid case in their household are asked to
quarantine for 5 days and wear a mask for 5 days after returning to school. While the NJDOH
guidelines do allow for some students to attend school under these circumstances, we are
asking the whole community to observe this practice in order to prevent asymptomatic
transmission.
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Summary Guidance for Families

Notify Health Office
609-466-1970 x116 or
Email:
nurse@princetonwal
dorf.org

Stay Home Follow ‘Test to
Stay’
Protocol (see
below)

Child receives
Covid-19
vaccination/ booster

✓

Child tests positive
for Covid-19

✓ 5 days and until
symptom free, wear
a mask for 10 days
from positive test or
start of symptoms

Child has
symptoms of
Covid-19 without
known exposure

✓ Until a negative
PCR test result is

received*
(then follow normal

procedures for
sickness)

Someone in the
child’s household
tests positive for
Covid-19

✓ 5 days and until a
negative test result
is received on or

after day 5*

Child is a close
contact of someone
who tests positive
for Covid-19, not in
their household

✓ If symptomatic:
Until a negative

PCR test result is
received* (then
follow normal

procedures for
sickness AND Test

to Stay)

If not
symptomatic:

✓

* Note that the Health Office cannot process emails of test results between 6pm and 10am. If
you submit a test result after 6pm, wait until 10am the following day to contact the Health Office
for confirmation that your child is cleared to attend school.

mailto:nurse@princetonwaldorf.org
mailto:nurse@princetonwaldorf.org
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Test to Stay Protocol

Families are asked to follow this protocol in order for their child to attend school following an
exposure to Covid-19. Families will self-monitor while following this protocol and do not need to
submit negative test results to the Health Office.

● Notify the Health Office of the exposure.
● Monitor for fever (100.4◦F or greater), cough, shortness of breath, or other COVID-19

symptoms for 10 days after their last exposure.
● Test within 24 hours of notification of the exposure. A rapid test will suffice.
● Wear a well-fitting mask around others for 10 days from the date of their last close

contact with someone with COVID-19 (the date of last close contact is considered day
0).

● Get tested again at least 5 days after having close contact with someone with
COVID-19. A rapid test will suffice.

● Through day 10, limit participation in extracurricular activities to only those activities
where they can wear a mask consistently and correctly

Other Prevention Measures

● Vaccinations. The school encourages all families to follow CDC guidelines in relation to
Covid-19 vaccinations. Staff choosing not to vaccinate will be required to test weekly per
NJ State law.

● Physical distancing. We are returning to our traditional rhythm of using both indoor and
outdoor spaces for instruction. Indoors, desks will remain separated.

● Cleaning and disinfecting. WSP sufficiently maintains a healthy and safe environment by
using EPA registered disinfectants on all frequently touched surfaces, daily.

● Ventilation. In efforts to keep airflow moving and not stagnant, WSP ventilates areas,
opens windows, keeps hallway doors open, uses child-safe fans and air purifiers when
possible.

● Handwashing. Handwashing is an excellent preventative for reducing the spread of
germs, especially if done properly. Handwashing is important in decreasing the spread of
COVID-19.

● Testing. We encourage families to ensure they have access to testing for Covid-19, since
this may be necessary for children to stay in school following an exposure.

● The Health Office will maintain specific COVID-19 assessment and quarantine areas.

Travel and Quarantining
Families are asked to follow CDC advice on travel and quarantining.

Field Trips and Car-Pooling
Field trips will operate this year, subject to NJDOH guidance. Field trips will follow the same
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precautions as if students were on campus. Children traveling in private vehicles may be
required to wear masks by their drivers.

Sources of Information and Guidance
● We abide by the guidelines provided by the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH),

including guidance on mask-wearing, testing, and vaccinations.  In particular, we rely on
the advice for K12 schools, camps and childcare centers.

● We receive support in interpreting the guidelines from the Montgomery Health
Department.

● For detailed guidance on practical matters, we refer to the advice provided by the
National Business Officers Association on Operating Guidance for Independent
School Pandemic Management. Their guide is written by a group of environmental
health, public health, and engineering experts.

● We rely on the NJ Covid-19 Weekly Surveillance Report to understand the level of
Covid-19 risk in our area.  This source publishes a weekly summary, and we focus on
the Central West region, incorporating Mercer, Somerset, and Hunterdon counties.  The
weekly reports can be found here.

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/PH_Recommendations_K-12_Childcare_Camp.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/statistics/covid/

